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High School Course: globalMARKETS
Provides Educators with New and Practical Ways to Motivate and Educate Students

CHARLESTON, SC- On Thursday, August 16, the South Carolina World Trade Center conducted its semi-annual globalMARKETS program training at the Garrett Academy of Technology. Attendees included local high school teachers and administrators interested in exposing their students to new career paths in international trade.

With the highest turnout ever, this year’s training incorporated real world experience into its format. We also teamed up with Charleston County School District and extended an invitation to marketing teachers to participate.  “Teachers want to know how do you match buyers and sellers in the first place”, said Joan Anderson, Director of Career and Technology at the Charleston County School District. 

During the morning, speakers addressed various issues in international trade from marketing to logistics to transportation to career in international business. The speakers themselves are employees in these industries and offered personal experience and advice for teachers to use in the classroom. One speaker, Anthony Dillon, Education Associate of the S.C. Department of Education, mentioned that the state is looking into the possibility of adding the globalMARKETS course into the S.C. Virtual School. This would make it accessible to a wider range of schools, some who may not have funding to utilize the course at this time. 

The afternoon session allowed teachers to work hands-on projects and activities. The goal was to provide our educators with a place to brainstorm ideas and ways to implement the course in an exciting way. “We want to give students an incentive to stay in school. Everyone wants to be a professional baseball player or rock star – hopefully we can show our youth that there are wonderful opportunities in our state in careers that can be as rewarding and profitable. And hopefully we can show them the way to get there.” said Julia Meisner, Global Education Director of globalMARKETS.

The globalMARKETS course itself is a web-based curriculum being taught in 9 high schools throughout South Carolina. It introduces our youth to opportunities in global economy and trade in a fun and realistic way; opening doors to career paths that students didn’t realize existed or didn’t know how to obtain. “We are here today, because Google is coming to Berkley County, and our workforce and students are not ready”, said Brenda Bines, a Guidance Director at Cross High School. 

In 2006 the S.C. World Trade Center was awarded a grant by the Alcoa Foundation to support its globalMARKETS initiative in tri-county area of South Carolina. Alcoa Inc. (Alcoa) is a producer of primary aluminum, fabricated aluminum and alumina, and is active in all aspects of the industry, including technology, mining, refining, smelting, fabricating and recycling. Alcoa is a global company operating in 44 countries.

Currently, we are working on getting this course implemented in more schools around the state. The next teacher training session will be in January 2008. Please visit our website to learn more on the course and getting it taught in your school: www.scwtc.org or contact Mrs. Julia Meisner at Julia@scwtc.org.
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Please contact us with questions:

Julia Meisner
Global Education Director
1 Poston Road, Suite 103

Charleston SC 29407

843.852.9880

E-mail: julia@scwtc.org

